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has been alleged that if His Majesty's Government
had made this position more clear in 1914 the great
catastrophe would have been avoided. Whether or
not there is any force in that allegation, His Majesty's
Government are resolved that on this occasion there
shall be no such tragic misunderstanding." It would
be dangerous for Hitler to think if hostilities once
began that success on one front would mean an early
end to them. "Having thus made our position
perfectly clear, I wish to repeat to you my conviction
that war between our two peoples would be the
greatest calamity that could occur." It was desired
by neither and there was nothing in the Polish-
German dispute in itself to justify it. He asked for a
truce on both sides to lessen the immediate tension.
If there was to be a final settlement there would have
to be guarantees by other Powers. "At this moment
I confess I see no other way to avoid a catastrophe
that will involve Europe in war. In view of the grave
consequences to humanity which may follow the
action of their rulers, I trust your Excellency will
weigh with the utmost deliberation the considerations
which I have put before you."

This letter was to be Mr. Chamberlain's last direct
approach to Hitler; and it epitomizes the whole of his
struggle for Peace. It puts the justice of his plea
beyond challenge. What was Hitler's response, apart
from the formal reply? We see in Sir Nevile Hen-
derson's dispatch received in London on August 24th,
that he first of all tried to postpone receipt of the
letter. When at last the interview was arranged Sir
Nevile gathered that the " atmosphere was likely to
be most unfriendly/' He was right,. Sir Nevile's
account of that interview is a damning commentary
on Hitler's fitness to act as Leader of a civilized com-
munity. While Sir Nevile explained the letter with
studious moderation, " Herr Hitler was excitable and